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Discussion Questions - Session #1 - Introduction 

Part 1 (0-12:20)
1.  Although every theological textbook includes the doctrines of the Church, why do so many leave out the doctrines of the other two institutions ordained of God, the State and the Family? Supply both positive and negative reasons.
2. Discuss your knowledge of the doctrines of civil government.  What classes have you taken or books have you read on this subject?
3. How are the doctrines of civil government often misunderstood as politicking, and what Biblical subjects are included in the doctrines of civil government?

4. What is the purpose for learning this doctrine?
5. Discuss the devastations that result from either neglecting this doctrine or teaching false versions of this doctrine. 

6.  If the doctrine of civil government is not taught by the church, what will fill the vacuum?

7. How might the doctrines of civil government become spiritually unhealthy for a new Christian?

Part 2 (12:20-22:08)
8. Why is Revelation 1:5 – “Jesus Christ . . . the ruler of the kings of the earth” a radical, countercultural, political statement? What are the ramifications of the text?

9. Why did the Old Testament set forth many spiritual lessons in the political policies of the kings?

10. What is the significance of the apostle Paul writing his classic treatise, Romans 13, about the role and duties of government to the church located in the capital of the Roman Empire?

11. Why does a Christian become more politically accountable in America’s representative republic?

12. What verses might a Christian take out of context to claim that Christians should have nothing to do with civil government and politics?

13. How might the theme of the book of Revelation be related to the church’s increasing interest and involvement in politics?

14. How is new technology increasing Christian knowledge of world events?  What might God’s purpose be in this?
Additional Bible Study

(1) 1 Samuel 12:14

If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God.

The prophet Samuel appears to promise the people that if the general population is godly, the king will reflect that godliness. We see the lesson repeatedly in Scripture: civic leadership is merely a reflection of a nation's spiritual character. A common adage is, “Politics is downstream from culture.” If this is true, what should be the chief means of affecting righteous governance in a nation?

Additional Resources

Tertullian (early Church father, c. 155-220 AD); Apologeticus (Apology), Chapter 38

Ought not Christians, therefore, to receive not merely a somewhat milder treatment, but to have a place among the law-tolerated societies, seeing they are not chargeable with any such crimes as are commonly dreaded from societies of the illicit class? For, unless I mistake the matter, the prevention of such associations is based on a prudential regard to public order, that the state may not be divided into parties, which would naturally lead to disturbance in the electoral assemblies, the councils, the curiæ, the special conventions, even in the public shows by the hostile collisions of rival parties; especially when now, in pursuit of gain, men have begun to consider their violence an article to be bought and sold. But as those in whom all ardour in the pursuit of glory and honour is dead, we have no pressing inducement to take part in your public meetings; nor is there aught more entirely foreign to us than affairs of state (emphasis added).

This text from the early Church father Tertullian is often used to prove that the early Church had nothing to do with politics. In context, Tertullian argued that Christians were not seditious toward the State and that the Roman Empire should allow Christians to meet for worship because they were not a political faction intent on causing trouble.

Some of the explanations for the early Christians having an aversion to politics include (1) the State’s violent persecution of Christians; (2) the totalitarian nature of the Roman Empire, which excluded citizen participation; and (3) the difference between the pagan foundation of the Roman Empire versus America’s foundation of Christian principles. Nevertheless, even in the early church, we see the New Testament pattern of the apostle Paul’s work of evangelizing and instructing Roman civil leaders. 

The Roman public considered Christians to be unpatriotic because of their opposition to State policy. In addition, Christians were seen as worshipping another king other than Ceasar (Acts 17:7). The irony is that, today, Christians are the most patriotic citizens because of (1) their concern for the moral condition of the State and the policies; (2) their belief in the nation state as opposed to globalism; and (3) their responsibility in a representative republic to vote and redress government.

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1646)
CHAPTER 23 - Of the Civil Magistrate

1. God, the supreme Lord and king of all the world, hath ordained civil magistrates to be under Him over the people, for His own glory and the public good; and to this end, hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the defense and encouragement of them that are good, and for the punishment of evildoers.

2. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate when called thereunto; in the managing whereof, as they ought especially to maintain piety, justice, and peace, according to the wholesome laws of each commonwealth, so, for that end, they may lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war upon just and necessary occasions.

 3. Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the administration of the Word and sacraments; or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven; or, in the least, interfere in matters of faith. Yet, as nursing fathers, it is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the church of our common Lord, without giving the preference to any denomination of Christians above the rest, in such a manner that all ecclesiastical persons whatever shall enjoy the full, free, and unquestioned liberty of discharging every part of their sacred functions, without violence or danger. And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular government and discipline in his church, no law of any commonwealth should interfere with, let, or hinder, the due exercise thereof, among the voluntary members of any denomination of Christians, according to their own profession and belief. It is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the person and good name of all their people, in such an effectual manner as that no person be suffered, either upon pretense of religion or of infidelity, to offer any indignity, violence, abuse, or injury to any other person whatsoever: and to take order, that all religious and ecclesiastical assemblies be held without molestation or disturbance.

 4. It is the duty of the people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to pay them tribute and other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be subject to their authority, for conscience’s sake. Infidelity, or difference in religion, doth not make void the magistrate’s just and legal authority, nor free the people from their obedience to him: from which ecclesiastical persons are not exempted; much less hath the pope any power or jurisdiction over them in their dominions, or over any of their people; and least of all to deprive them of their dominions or lives, if he shall judge them to be heretics, or upon any other pretense whatsoever.
Discussion Questions – Session #2 – Why Government   

Part 1 (0 – 8:45)

1. Give examples of how a nation is affected by its political philosophers and pundits. 
2. When did human Government begin?

3. The Scriptures teach that God ordained the institution of the family (Genesis 2:14) and the institution of the church (Matthew 16:24).  What texts in Scripture teach that God ordained the institution of government?
4. What is the primary purpose of government?

5. What are some popular, non-biblical, alternative purposes for government that some false teachers attribute to government?

6.  Why might the ungodly despise God’s purpose for government and seek alternative purposes?

7. Discuss how you have been helped by the government performing its primary function of punishing evildoers.

8. Discuss how the government, operating outside of its primary role, has hurt you.  

Part 2 (8:45-21:47)

8. Discuss how those who have experienced the devastating effects of evil government may go to the extreme of despising all government and governance.  
9. Discuss how a spirit of rebellion can disguise itself as righteousness and can motivate both misguided forms of conservative and liberal political activism.

10. What were the two erroneous, opposite reactions to government that John Calvin described in his treatise on civil government (Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book 4, chapter 20, section 1)?  

10. Explain how the following texts of Scripture are misinterpreted to teach the abolition of government or Christian non-compliance with government.

· It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore, keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1 (NASB95)

· There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28

· If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees . . . Colossians 2:20 

· Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? 1 Corinthians 6:1 

· Do not trust in princes, In mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. Psalm 146:3 

11. How can the God-ordained institution of government “save” you?  (Not in the sense of divine justification, but in the sense of earthly deliverance and common grace).

Additional Study:

Temporal Authority: To What Extent it Should Be Obeyed

Martin Luther (AD 1483 – 1546) 

First, we must provide a sound basis for the civil law and sword so no one will doubt that it is in the world by God's will and ordinance. The passages which do this are the following: Romans 13 "Let every soul be subject to the governing authority, for their in no authority except from God; the authority which everywhere exists has been ordained by God. He then who resists the governing authority resists the ordinance of God, and he who resists God's ordinance will incur judgment." Again, in I Peter 2 [:13-14], "Be subject to every kind of human ordinance, whether it be to the king as supreme, or to governors, as those who have been sent by him to punish the wicked and to praise the righteous."

The law of this temporal sword has existed from the beginning of the world. For when Cain slew his brother Abel, he was in such great terror of being killed in turn that God even placed a special prohibition on it and suspended the sword for his sake, so that no one was to slay him [Gen. 4:14-15]. He would not have had this fear if he had not seen and heard from Adam that murderers are to

be slain. Moreover, after the Flood, God reestablished and confirmed this in unmistakable terms when he said in Genesis 9[:6], "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed."

In this treatise on Civil Government, Luther goes on to explain that if everyone were a true Christian, there would be no need for government.  However, many evangelical theologians consider this a mistake on Luther’s part.  Since Christians also live in the flesh and are subject to the temptations of the flesh, God has also ordained human government to restrain and punish the sins of Christians.  Additionally, in Luther’s two-kingdom teaching, he fails to fully explain that Christians remain under God-ordained human government.  It can be said that Christians have dual citizenship, the Kingdom of God and their earthly national citizenship.

Third. Here we must divide the children of Adam and all mankind into two classes, the first belonging to the kingdom of God, the second to the kingdom of the world. Those who belong to the kingdom of God are all true believers who are in Christ and under Christ, for Christ is King and Lords in the kingdom of God, as Psalm 2 [:6] and all of Scripture says. For this reason he came into the world, that he might begin God's kingdom and establish it in the world. Therefore, he says before Pilate, "My kingdom is not of the world, but every one who is of the truth hears my voice." [John 18:36-37]. In the gospel he continually refers to the kingdom of God, and says, "Amend your ways, the kingdom of God and his righteousness" [Matt. 6:33]. He also calls the gospel a gospel of the kingdom of God; because it teaches, governs, and upholds God's kingdom. Now observe, these people need no temporal law or sword. If all the world were composed of real Christians, that is, true believers, there would be no need for benefits from prince, king, lord, sword, or law. They would serve no purpose, since Christians have in their heart the Holy Spirit, who both teaches and makes them to do injustice to no one, to love everyone, and to suffer injustice and even death willingly and cheerfully at the hands of anyone. Where there is nothing but the unadulterated doing of right and bearing of wrong, there is no need for any suit, litigation, court, judge, penalty, law, or sword. For this reason it is impossible that the temporal sword and law should find any work to do among Christians, since they do of their own accord much more than all the laws and teachings can demand, just as Paul says in I Timothy 1 [:9], "The law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless."

Luther’s treatise on Temporal Authority contains many important Biblical truths regarding civil government.  It would be helpful for the teacher or a student to read and mark key points in Luther’s entire pamphlet, then share them with the class for discussion.

Discussion Questions – Session #3 – One Nation Under God   

Part 1 (0-10:50)

1. What does it mean that a nation is to be “One nation under God”?

2. What are some Scriptural texts that command every nation to be under God?

3.  Explain how every nation is a theocracy in that it is guided by some metaphysical belief in a God and a source of authority:

4.  How is the concept of theocracy wrong defined by the public today?

5.  Even though administered by human leadership, describe how all of God’s institutions are to be theocracies (the family, the church, the state):

6.  Explain how America was founded as a theocracy in that the law was to be based on God’s Word, not the whims of a king or the people.  As John Adams said, we are to be a government of law, not men.  

7. What was the political philosophy concerning the source of law in Lex Rex by Rutherford, The Spirit of Laws by Montesquieu, and The Law by Frederic Bastiat?

8.   What examples of theocracy do we have in state constitutions prior to 1789?

Part 2 (10:50-25:44)
9.  List several possible reasons why the US Constitution of 1788 didn’t include any reference to God or His moral law.  Explain the assumed source of moral law in the 1700s, and how the US Constitution has taken on a role never intended.

10.  Why was the National Reform Association movement to put God back into the US Constitution never received?

11. What was the legal philosophy of Oliver Wendell Holmes?

12. Why was Robert Borke rejected as a Supreme Court Justice?

13.  What was the historic belief in Europe concerning the Christian State?

14.  According to Jesus’ Parable in Luke 19, what was the response of the citizens?

15. Refute the all-too-common false conclusion that, since the world rejects Christ’s rule, the Church is not to call for the rule of Christ over the state.     

16. How has the deception of the secular state model become the justification for the legalization of immorality

Additional questions and studies:

(1) Present and summarize the opposing arguments made in the articles of James Henly Thornwell and Thomas Peck (See Appendix)

(2) The following statement is an example of the belief that America was founded to be a secular, pluralistic state. Explain the fallacies in the statement.  Explain how false religions and ideologies, such as Nazism, Communism, and Islam, contradict and threaten the values implicit in a Christian state. 

“America was designed to be a nation where all faiths are welcomed, not one where one faith is favored. Historically, this disestablishment of religion has served the Christian faith well, preserving it from being corrupted and tainted by political power.”

Huffington Post, The Success and Failure of the Religious Right by Michael Gerson, October 12, 2010

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-success-and-the-failu_b_758431

(3) In February of 2024, Heidi Przybyla, commentator for MSNBC, said the following

“You are going to hear words such as Christian Nationalism, like the New Apostolic Reformation.  These are groups that you should get very schooled on because they have a lot of power in Trump circles.  And the one thing that unites all of them . . . is that they believe that our rights as Americans, as all human beings, don’t come from any earthly authority.  They don’t come from Congress; they don’t come from the Supreme Court.  They come from God.  The problem with that is they are determining what God is telling them.”

* Discuss the errors in Przybyla’s commentary.

* Discuss how America’s founders believed that our rights come from God, not men, and how that belief made America unique. 

* Discuss how Communists and secularists want rights to come from the state.

* Discuss and refute the argument from secularists that since the source of God’s moral law is debated, the state needs to decide moral law without any references to divine sources of ethical standards.

(4)  Discuss the Salem Witch Trials in the 1690s.   Secularists popularized this event as proof that a theocracy (referencing the Bible for moral authority) would result in injustice.   Explain how the leaders of Salem were behaving as secularists by not following the Scriptures, but the traditions, opinions, and superstitions of the times.  Discuss how Satan’s goal is to depict Christ’s rule as oppressive and unjust.

Discussion Questions for Session #4 – The Christian State

Part 1 (0 – 11:17)

1.  Define the four positions on the Biblical role of government and discuss their errors and/or merits

1. Principled Pluralism

2. Christian America

3. Theonomy

4. National Confessionalism 

2. Give examples of how the truth of the Christian State has been misrepresented so that the public fears a Christian state.

3. Explain how a properly framed Christian state would be good for all citizens.

4. Explain the example of moral/religious governance in the record of the Old Testament kings.

5. Explain the political/moral ideology operating under the title of Baal

6. Explain why it is impossible for the state to be religiously/morally neutral

Part 2 (11:17 – 28:20)

7. Explain America’s default civil religion and the current opposition to it.

8.  How and why did Solomon turn Israel into a pluralistic state?  What was God’s response?

9.   Give examples of how the state can support Biblical, Christian morality without taking upon itself the role of the church

10.  Discuss the true meaning of the First Amendment, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
11.  Explain how the misinterpretation of the First Amendment has come to mean the state cannot legislate for any morality if it is based on religion, even the law of nature and Nature’s God.  And explain how all laws must now be based on human freedom and utilitarianism

12. Explain why John Calvin underscored the truth that the state must legislate for both tables of the law

13.  Explain the theological error of Roger Williams and the Danbury Association.

14.  Discuss the theological error promulgated by The Baptist Joint Committee on Religious Liberty.  Discuss the false justifications many religious people give for libertarianism and the secular state model.

15.  Discuss how even Christian politicians are paralyzed from passing moral law and opposing immoral law due to a false theology about the role of government.

16.  How has the myth of neutrality and the rejection of the Christian state become a Satanic justification to turn America into Sodom?
Additional Studies and Questions:

(1) The case of Polygamy 

Historically, polygamy has been outlawed in America, such as in the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act (1862) and the Edmunds Anti-Polygamy Act of 1882.  In the Supreme Court Case, Reynolds v. United States (1878), the court ruled that the religious freedom argument cannot be used to overturn polygamy laws. Unfortunately, the legal justification for the outlawing of polygamy was the Christian moral consensus of the public at that time, rather than any specific text of Scripture.  But at least the courts acknowledged that America was to hold to Christian values, and there is a higher moral authority than the personal freedom of the individual. 

In 2012, a federal judge decriminalized bigamy among consenting adults, but a federal appeals court soon overturned it. In 2017, the Utah State legislature then passed legislation "re-criminalized" polygamy, but in 2020, another bill was passed to remove all penalties for polygamy.

Discuss how the secular, pluralistic state model is now allowing for polygamy and many other deviant behaviors, and how the Christian state model kept America from becoming Sodom.

(2) The DEP vs the Ocean Grove Association

Ocean Grove was founded as a Christian camp community in the 19th century.   In 2023, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection sued Ocean Grove because the beaches were closed on Sunday morning.  In effect, lifeguards are not provided.  Does the state have the duty before God to promote Sunday worship by enacting Blue Laws?   Does the state have the duty before God to regulate marriage since it is given in Genesis as a universal law for all mankind?  The consensus of Christian theologians throughout history has been, yes.

(3) One of the deceptive techniques used by those who oppose Christ is to separate religion from ideology.   Whereas the teaching of secular humanism in public schools is acceptable, and the government legislating according to secular humanism is legal, because it is not considered religion.  Religion is defined as any system of belief that references a divine being.  Therefore, by this clever tactic, God and his moral law have been outlawed, and secular humanism has become the exclusive, well-funded, state religion.   Discuss how everything is religious and how the Biblical writers were correct in expecting the state to operate according to a true belief in God.

Discussion Questions - Session #5 – The Form of Government 
Part 1 (0 – 14:16) 

1. Why did Noah’s immediate descendants want to build the Tower of Babel?

2. Describe the dangers of totalitarianism and empires

3.  What Biblical texts teach nationalism in opposition to globalism

4. At the end of this age, why do the nations adopt a globalist ideology as the solution?

4. Which form of government did John Calvin and the reformers favor and why?

5. Why do some people groups need a more authoritative form of government?

6. Explain the distinction between the perfect will of God and the will of God when it comes to forms of government

7. What kind of government is necessary for lawless people?

Part 2 (14:16-26:08)
8.  What reasons did the elders of Israel give for wanting a Monarchy?

9.  What is the timeless lesson in 1 Samuel 8 regarding seeking the help of government?

10. How did the failure in spiritual leadership contribute to Israel’s change in government

11.  According to 1 Samuel 8, what are the negative consequences of totalitarian government?  What positive spin would some people put on this?

12. Surprisingly, the demand for a king resulted in short-term success.  What sign does God send to assure the nation that they have sinned in their political agenda?

13.  What will the government always represent? (1 Samuel 12:14)  _____________              
14. What is the timeless lesson in Samuel’s reply to the people who chose the wrong political system?  (1 Samuel 12:23)

15. Is the form of government the primary key to national success?

Additional Studies and Discussion for Session #5

(1) Although God has established the boundaries of the nations (Acts 17:26), can sinful people lose their God-given land rights? (Genesis 15:16; 1 Kings 21:26)

(2) The humanist of the American Revolution, Thomas Paine (1737-1809), is known for his slogan, “Give me liberty or give me death.”   

Should the Christian fight to the death to maintain an ideal form of government, or should the Christian accept and work within certain aberrant forms of government that God allows to arise in the world?

(3) Even though God judges disobedience and error, can God use political hotheads and ideologues to move a country in a certain direction for the purpose of judging the wicked and sanctifying, protecting, and blessing His people?  (See Isaiah 10:5-6, 33:1) 

(4) In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote, “Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established, should not be changed for light and transient causes.”  Notice how John Calvin instructs Christians in the same way and further urges them to obey and submit to the form of government in which they find themselves.

And as I willingly admit that there is no kind of government happier than where liberty is framed with becoming moderation, and duly constituted, so as to be durable, so I deem those very happy who are permitted to enjoy that form, and I admit that they do nothing at variance with their duty when they strenuously and constantly labor to preserve and maintain it.

Nay, even magistrates ought to do their utmost to prevent the liberty, of which they have been appointed guardians, from being impaired, far less violated. If in this they are sluggish or little careful, they are perfidious traitors to their office and their country. 

But should those to whom the Lord has assigned one form of government, take it upon them anxiously to long for a change, the wish would not only be foolish and superfluous, but very pernicious. If you fix your eyes not on one state merely, but look around the world, or at least direct your view to regions widely separated from each other, you will perceive that Divine Providence has not, without good cause, arranged that different countries should be governed by different forms of polity. For as only elements of unequal temperature adhere together, so in different regions a similar inequality in the form of government is best. All this, however, is said unnecessarily to those to whom the will of God is a sufficient reason. For if it has pleased him to appoint kings over kingdoms, and senates or burgomasters over free states, whatever be the form which he has appointed in the places in which we live, our duty is to obey and submit.

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 1997).

Discussion Questions - Session #6 – Established by God

Part 1 (0-15:58)
1. Why is Romans 13 a controversial text?

2.  Who were the Zealots, and why did they see themselves as following the legacy of the Judges?

3.  What are the two truths implicit in God’s establishment of Government

A.  God establishes the institution of Government

B.  God establishes the (______________________)____

4.  Explain how God establishes government but uses many secondary causes to bring it about.  

5. What was the philosophy of Locke and Jefferson regarding the origin of government?

6. If man establishes government, it is assumed that man can ____________________ government

7.  If God establishes government, does God permit the vote of the citizens?

8.  How did Locke justify his position that evil government can be disobeyed and overthrown in view of the teaching in Romans 13 that “There is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore, whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.”

Part 2 (15:58 – 28:00)
9. People object to the teaching of Romans 13 because they assume such submission would result in

A. The medieval teaching of the divine right of ___________

B.  Citizens would have no recourse against __________________

10. What was David’s response to the counsel of his men to assassinate King Saul?

11. Is the command to submit to magistrates in Romans 13:1 limited to good governments described in Romans13:4?

12.  List some of the many Scriptures that teach God establishes government, both good and evil.

13. What was Habakkuk’s question?

14. Does Romans 13 teach “all governments are good,” or “all governments are for our good”?

15. What good purpose might evil governments serve, as in the case of Paul’s imprisonment described in Philippians 1:12-13?

Additional Studies and Questions for Session #6

(1) A Google AI overview states the following about Romans 13.  

Romans chapter 13 in the New Testament is considered a politically contentious passage because it instructs Christians to submit to governing authorities, which has been interpreted in various ways, leading to extensive debates and discussions about the limits of political obedience, especially when governments enact laws that are considered unjust or oppressive, sparking questions about when civil disobedience is justified.

Notice that AI  reflects a summation of content posted on the internet.  Discuss the many ways the Romans 13 doctrine can be politically contentious.

(2) Locke wrote, Two Treatises of Government.  The Second Treatise focuses on his social contract theory.  Every educated Christian statesman and activist should read Locke’s treatises.  Ask a volunteer in the class to read Locke’s Second Treatise and present a summation.

Discussion Questions - Session #7 – Civil Obedience 

Part 1 (0 – 14:45)
1. What was the Christian testimony that Justin Martyr was able to share with the Roman emperor?

2. In Romans 13, why didn’t Paul provide any instruction concerning civil disobedience, but instead focused exclusively on civil obedience?

3. If we do what is right, what will the state be compelled to do? (Romans 13:3)

4. What is Jeremiah’s instruction to the Jews in exile regarding not checking out or retaliating against evil government?  (Jeremiah 29)

5. What is the distinction between the role of the individual (Romans 12:19) and the role of the State (Romans 13:4)?

6. How are we to understand Jesus’ words, “do not resist an evil person”?  (Matthew 5:39)

7. How is Islam different than Christianity in the use of the sword?

8.  How are we to understand Jesus’ command for the disciples to buy a sword? (Luke 22:36)

Part 2 (14:45 – 28:00)
9.  How might a Christian fail by only submitting to government for “wrath's sake”?  (Romans 13:5)

10. Should we pay taxes to a corrupt government?

11. What are the spiritual lessons contained in the following passages about taxation

A.  Matthew 22:17-21 – Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?

B.  Matthew 17:24-27 – Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?

C.  Luke 2:1 – A decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed   

12. What are the three levels of the Christian’s response toward government

A.  Non-violence

B.  Obedience

C.  _________

13.  How did Daniel respond to King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:19), Nehemiah to Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 2:3), and Paul to Festus (Acts 26:25)?

14. How did Daniel correct King Nebuchadnezzar? (Daniel 4:27)?  How did John the prophet correct Herod? (Matthew 14:3-4)?

15. What faulty human logic is often used to justify violence against the state? 

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #7

(1)  Out of the 68 short chapters in Justin Martyr’s Apologia, the first 17 chapters address the Christian’s relationship with the Roman Empire (See appendix).  Ask a volunteer in the class to read this portion of the Apologia and present a summation.

(2) The Biblical injunction to treat civil magistrates with honor is so emphasized in Scripture that John Calvin covers this topic at length in at least ten sections of his Treatise on civil government.  Read and discuss sections 22- 25.

We should not cloak folly, or cowardice, or cruelty or wickedness in a ruler – praising vice like virtue, but the office itself, the station, is deserving of honor and reverence, and that those who rule should, in respect of their office, be held by us in esteem and veneration.  (Calvin, Section 22)

“The natural feeling of the human mind has always been not less (than) to assail tyrants with hatred and execration (Calvin, Section 24)

But even an individual of the worst character, one most unworthy of all honor, if invested with public authority, receives that illustrious divine power . . . so in so far as public obedience is concerned, he is to be held in the same honor and reverence as the best of kings. (Calvin, Section 25)

(3) When the apostle Paul is rebuked for calling the High Priest a “Whitewashed wall.” Paul responds by quoting Exodus 22:28.  Did Paul believe he violated Exodus 22:28?  If so, why? 

The high priest Ananias commanded those standing beside [Paul] to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in violation of the Law order me to be struck?” But the bystanders said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?” And Paul said, “I was not aware, brethren, that he was high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’”  (Acts 23:2–5)
(4) In 1 Peter 2:13-16, after Peter instructs Christians to submit to kings and governors, he includes the injunction to “act as freemen.”  Discuss the meaning of this statement.

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. (1 Peter 2:13–16)
In the Roman Empire, there were slaves and freemen. Slaves could not, and would not, exercise citizen rights.  The slave would keep quiet. He would not engage in public discussion or offer opinions.  However, a free man held his head high and engaged in public comment and discourse.  A free man could demand his Roman rights.  A free man did not consider himself an enemy of the polis but part of the city.  Peter is likely teaching that, just because Christians are to submit to governing authorities, they ought not cower, but exercise Christian liberty.  But notice that Peter adds, "Don’t use that freedom as a covering for evil."  This is precisely what some citizens do: they hide their pride and their rebellion against authority under the guise of patriotism.

Discussion Questions - Session #8 – Civil Disobedience

Part 1 (0 – 13:05)
1. What was the Acts 4:19, 5:23 principle that guided the Apostles to disobey the Sanhedrin?  Discuss the relevance of this principle in decision-making. 

2.  When it comes to Civil Disobedience, Christians must decide what issues are matters of Christian liberty and what are non-negotiable.   Discuss some examples of both categories.

3. Discuss how the doctrine of Civil Disobedience has become more relevant, and will continue to become more relevant, in the last days.

4. Define the distinction between personal civil disobedience and magisterial civil disobedience. 

5. Discuss how Christians may wrongly justify disobeying the state, especially in laws that only tangentially violate a Biblical principle. For example, what false justifications could Joseph give for not returning to Bethlehem to pay the Roman tax?

6.  Discuss how governments will almost always persecute Christians under the pretense of health and safety

7.  Discuss what Jesus’ injunction, whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two, say to us about obedience toward inconvenient and irrational laws?

8. If it is not intrinsically evil for the government to require identification to buy or sell, why are Christians required to practice civil disobedience in the case of the Mark of the Beast?

Part 2  (13:05 – 27:20)
9. Fleeing is limited to fleeing for what reason?   (Matthew 10:23)

10. Discuss the various ways Christians may flee from persecution 

11. How is fleeing necessary for evangelism (Matthew 10:23, Acts 8:1) 

12.  In the book of Acts, how did the apostles practice Matthew 10:23?

13. What would be some wrong motives for fleeing?

14.  Should Christians leave blue states and move to red states?  What should be the criteria for deciding?

15.  Why did God send the greatest miracle-working prophets to Northern Israel?

16.  Give some Biblical examples of God’s people hiding from the state. 

17.  Give some Biblical examples of God’s people withholding information from their enemies and the state.

18. Describe the difference between lying and withholding information

19. What is the difference between active disobedience and passive disobedience?

20. Why is there a greater zeal for active disobedience when it comes to abortion?

21. Why does God put His people in situations where they must practice civil disobedience?

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #8 – Civil Disobedience

(1) The following quote is attributed to Thomas Jefferson: "When the government fears the people, there is liberty.  When the people fear the government, there is tyranny."  How might such a philosophy, taken too far, undermine the authority of government and result in civil lawlessness?

(2) Another principle in civil disobedience is found in Jesus’ instruction, “do not throw your pearls before swine or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces” (Matthew 7:6).  Discuss how we are to judge the character of those we are evangelizing. We are to judge to whom we will reveal truth, and to whom we will be silent, even as Jesus did not say a word to Herod (Luke 23:9).

(3) In Acts chapter 9, the story of Paul’s escape from Damascus is read as a courageous act.  However, in Roman culture, escaping a Roman city was considered the epitome of shame, disloyalty, and non-patriotism.  Therefore, in 1 Corinthians 11:30-33, Paul recounts his escape from Damascus as an example of his humiliation and weakness.  How does the Christian practice of Civil Disobedience result in our shame and disgrace, as far as this world is concerned?

(4) How should Christians in a communist state address the deviant economic system and state atheism?  What is the difference between being incarcerated in a Siberian prison for the Gospel vs. incarceration for political dissent? How is the line often blurred?

(5) In the final section of John Calvin’s treatise on Civil Government, he finally addresses Civil disobedience. This is appropriate since every other aspect of civil government must be understood before one considers disobeying God-ordained authorities.  Read Calvin’s treatise, section 32, and discuss.

(6) During the time of Christ, there was a group of Zealots called the Sicarii.  They went about with concealed knives to assassinate Romans. Barabas, whom the people wanted released instead of Christ, was likely part of this group.  The Sicari despised the rest of the Jews for their political pacifism. They concluded that if every Jew stood up against Rome, there would be no way for Rome to stop them.  Furthermore, they taught that God would only bless the nation with freedom when the Jews finally stopped acting like cowards and started acting like the Old Testament Judges and the Maccabees.  It was the theology of the Zealots that led to the Jewish revolt, which ended in the AD 70 destruction of Israel.  What was the theological error of the Zealots and Sicarii?

Discussion Questions - Session #9 – The Doctrine of Lesser Magistrates

Part 1(0 – 9:58)

1. How did the pastors of Magdeburg justify picking up arms against Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire?

2. How was Martin Luther saved by the civil disobedience of lesser magistrates?

3. Who does John Calvin say has the authority to curb the tyranny of kings?

4. What two major incidents in the United States put into practiced the doctrine of lesser magistrates?

5.  Ecclesiastes 5:8 states that we should not be overly worried concerning injustice in the land because who does God ordain to hold officials accountable?

6.   Did the military commanders of Judah have a God-given responsibility to overthrow Queen Athaliah?  Why? (2 Kings 11)

7.  How do we know Jeroboam had God’s authority to lead Northern Israel in seceding from the union? (1 Kings 11)

Part 2 (9:58-25.06) 

8. What was the difference between the civil disobedience of the lower magistrates in the book of Kings and the civil disobedience of the Judges?

9.  Where the nations that invaded Israel legitimate civil authority set up by God?  Consider the case of Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar.

10. What New Testament text in the book of Hebrews sanctions and commends the actions of the Judges?

11. Even though the Judges were called of God to deliver the people, were they always victorious as far as this world is concerned?

12.  How were the people to know if a Judge was legitimately called of God to overthrow corrupt civil government?

13.  Why wasn’t King David was sanctioned by God to kill King Saul (1 Samuel 26), but Ehud was sanctioned to kill Eglon (Judges 3)? 

14.  How did the Jews react when Gideon challenged the Midian occupation, and why? 

15.  In Acts 7, Stephen recounts that the Jewish people disowned which deliver sent from God?  Why does God expect the citizens to discern and support the deliverer?

16. Do lower magistrates have the option to obey or disobey evil higher magistrates?

17.  Why do American legislators fail to challenge immoral Federal law? 

18.  What excuse did magistrates use at the Nuremberg trials?

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #9 – The Doctrine of Lesser Magistrates

(1) The sin of being too willing to obey the King

In John Calvin’s final section in his treatise on Civil government, he writes the following.

We are subject to the men who rule over us, but subject only in the Lord. If they command anything against Him let us not pay the least regard to it, nor be moved by all the dignity which they possess as magistrates—a dignity to which no injury is done when it is subordinated to the special and truly supreme power of God. On this ground Daniel denies that he had sinned in any respect against the king when he refused to obey his impious decree (Dan. 6:22), because the king had exceeded his limits, and not only been injurious to men, but, by raising his horn against God, had virtually abrogated his own power. On the other hand, the Israelites are condemned for having too readily obeyed the impious edict of the king. For, when Jeroboam made the golden calf, they forsook the temple of God, and, in submissiveness to him, revolted to new superstitions (1 Kings 12:28). With the same facility, posterity had bowed before the decrees of their kings. For this they are severely upbraided by the Prophet (Hosea 5:11). So far is the praise of modesty from being due to that pretense by which flattering courtiers cloak themselves, and deceive the simple, when they deny the lawfulness of declining anything imposed by their kings, as if the Lord had resigned his own rights to mortals by appointing them to rule over their fellows, or as if earthly power were diminished when it is subjected to its author, before whom even the principalities of heaven tremble as suppliants. I know the imminent peril to which subjects expose themselves by this firmness, kings being most indignant when they are contemned. As Solomon says, “The wrath of a king is as messengers of death” (Prov. 16:14). But since Peter, one of heaven’s heralds, has published the edict, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29), let us console ourselves with the thought, that we are rendering the obedience which the Lord requires, when we endure anything rather than turn aside from piety. And that our courage may not fail, Paul stimulates us by the additional consideration (1 Cor. 7:23), that we were redeemed by Christ at the great price which our redemption cost him, in order that we might not yield a slavish obedience to the depraved wishes of men, far less do homage to their impiety.

Calvin reminds Christians that some use the excuse of submission to authority to justify their failure to stand for righteousness.  Discuss how this is evident in our world today.

(2) In the United States, there have been many rebellious political hotheads and secession movements that claim to have the authority of God to overthrow a corrupt government. What would be the criteria used to judge the legitimacy of any overthrow?

Discussion Questions - Session #10 – The Law

Part 1 (0-15:52)
1. Why is lawlessness the human default position?

2. What did Frederic Bastiat write regarding how unprincipled leaders use the law?  (Micah 7:3) 

3.  How is the rule of the Anti-Christ described in Scripture? 

4. Define natural revelation and written revelation (Romans 2:14-15)

5.  When did God establish capital punishment?  

6. Has the Noahic covenant ever been set aside?  What is the Noahic covenant called in Genesis 9:16 and Isaiah 24:5?

7. What is one of the main reasons for the apocalypse coming upon the earth? 

8. Is it permissible for nations to require capital punishment for crimes that threaten life?

Part 2 (15:52-26:12)

9. What are some of the names associated with the movement that teaches Mosaic law should be enforced by all Gentile nations?

10.  What is the historic Christian position on the role of the Mosaic law, as explained in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Calvin’s treatise on civil government?

11.  List some Biblical texts that teach the Mosaic case law belonged only to National Israel

12. Given the Romans 13:4 mandate, should Gentile nations have laws against sexual immorality and false ideology?

13. According to Calvin, why shouldn’t we disapprove of laws that differ from the Jewish law, or differ between nations?

14. According to Calvin, why might some nations need differing penalties?

15. Give some examples of how the Mosaic Case can still be applied in principle

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #10 – The Law

(1) Discuss additional New Testament support for capital punishment.  Such as Paul’s role for magistrates in Romans 13:4, “It does not bear the sword for nothing,” and Paul’s defense in Acts 25:11, “If then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die.” 

(2) Discuss why John chapter 8, the woman caught in adultery, is an insufficient argument for the abolition of capital punishment?

(3) In 1 Timothy 1:8, Paul instructs Timothy, “The law is good, if one uses it lawfully.”  What are some misuses of the law?

(4) Given human corruption, the power of the state must certainly be held in check.  However, there is a very deceptive argument that claims that if magistrates are given the power of the sword to stop evil, this will set a precedent for evil magistrates to use that power against the good. Discuss how this is an unjust and irrational fear.   

(5) Discuss also how false verdicts against the innocent defendants are not an argument against capital punishment but an argument for requiring adequate first-hand proof (Deuteronomy 19:15).

Discussion Questions - Session #11 – The New Birth

Part 1 (0-13:11)

1. What was John Adams’ philosophy concerning the efficacy of the Constitution?

2. Explain Nicodemus’s worldview and why Jesus emphasized to Nicodemus the need for the new birth.
3.  According to the prophecy of the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31), where must the law of God be written?  What is being described in this metaphor?

4. How is Jesus’ statement “born of water” a reference back to the prophecy in Ezekiel 36:25?

5.  Even though Nicodemus was a teacher of Israel, what basic truth did he fail to understand about the Law of Moses and the history of Israel?

6. Why did the Israelites have such an optimistic view of their ability to keep the Law of Moses?

7.  What reason does Moses give for the Jews’ inability to keep the Law (Deuteronomy 32:5)?

8.  Even though the generation coming out of Egypt could not keep the law, could subsequent generations succeed?

9.  What was Joshua's response to the people’s confidence that they would be able to keep the Law? (Joshua 24:19) 

Part 2 (13:11-25:44)

10.  Explain the lessons of the laws’ inability as seen in the story of Nehemiah

11. The Apostle Paul called the Old Covenant the ministry of _____________  (2 Corinthians 3)

12. There is a false religious confidence in man’s ability to keep the law.  In the same way, what do secular humanists look to as the means of preserving the state from corruption?

13. What form of government did Plato believe was best, and why?

14. According to Plato, why do citizens make wrong choices?  Plato’s reason for human failure was true, but only as a secondary causation. Biblically, what is the primary reason for human failure (Psalm 53:1-3)

15. C.S. Lewis concludes Mere Christianity with the unique message that the Gospel is not about improvement but transformation.  “We don’t need new methods, but new ___________.”

16. If the world cannot be fixed by law and Politics, why must we still engage in law and politics? 

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #11 – The New Birth

The Christians worldview, that Christian conversion is the source of a nation’s greatness, is not only seen in John Adams’ letter, but also is George Washington’s farewell address.  Discuss George Washington’s warning against those who suppose America can succeed by the Constitution and Law alone.    

George Washington’s farewell address (1796)

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

Discussion Questions - Session #12 – Healing the Land

Part 1 (0-13:27)
1. Why are Christians greatly concerned about the morality of the nation?

2. To what does the secular worldview attribute national peace and prosperity in comparison to the Christian worldview?

3. What is the promise that some Evangelicals mistakenly find in 2 Chronicles 7:14?

4. In contrast to 2 Chronicles 7:14, why were Jeremiah and Ezekiel told not to pray for the people?  What specific request were the prophets not to pray for?

5. In AD 70, could the Jerusalem Church save the nation of Israel by their prayers and repentance? 

6. In 850 BC, could Elijah save Northern Israel by his prayers and repentance?

7. In 605 BC, could Jeremiah save Judah from the Babylonian invasion by his prayers and repentance?

8. In AD 30, could Christ and His disciples save all of Israel by their righteousness?  

9. Who is ultimately to blame for the lostness of the lost?

10. In Charles Finny’s thesis which blames the pulpits for national corruption, Are the true pulpits and true church to blame? 

Part 2 (13:27-25:26)
11. Was God’s answer to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:14 any different than the terms of the Mosaic Covenant?

12.  Did Israel ever keep the terms of the Mosaic Covenant so as to deserve the blessing promised in 2 Chronicles 7:14?

13.  Are “My people” all the citizens of Israel or the true believers?

14. What principle was operating during the Old Covenant that allowed for the nation’s peace and prosperity? (Romans 3:25)

15.  Why did God tell Haggai that the nation was unclean, but from here on I will bless you? (Haggai 2:14, 19)

16.  What “land” was Abraham ultimately looking for?

17.  What is the difference between the Leviticus 26:3-4 Old Covenant promise and the Ephesians 1:3 New Covenant promise?

18. Although God may bless relative righteousness, to demonstrate the blessing of obedience, what is God’s higher purpose in either prospering or judging a nation?

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #12 – Healing the Land

(1) It was likely a surprise for the ancient Israelite to hear the message from the prophets that the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile would be the healing of the land.  The prayer of the righteous for deliverance was answered in the judgment.  (Isaiah 4:4; Ezekiel 22:15; Zechariah 13:9).  Discuss this truth and how God answers our prayers in ways we do not imagine.

(2) In the days of the church, Father Augustine, Roman, was sacked by the Visigoths (AD 410).  This occasioned much scorn toward Christianity because, after Christianity was declared the state religion (AD 381), the Roman Empire continued to experience decline. Augustine wrote his great work, The City of God, as a response to this complaint. He explained that the Roman public wasn’t truly Christian and that the Gospel promises heavenly blessings.  Augustine was, in effect, wrestling with the application of 2 Chronicles 7:14.  Discuss how the breakup of the Roman Empire would result in the deliverance of God’s people.  Consider how this would also be the prophetic fulfillment of Daniel 2:41.

* Discuss how the earthly promises of the Old Covenant differ from the heavenly promises of the New Covenant 

You shall keep My sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary; I am the LORD. If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments so as to carry them out, then I shall give you rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. (Leviticus 26:2–4)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, (Ephesians 1:3)

(3) Confusion over the Old Testament versus the New Testament promise is behind the error of the Prosperity Gospel.  This error also leads to unbiblical conclusions about the causes and effects of national prosperity.  Discuss how earthly prosperity is not always a sign of righteousness, and earthly loss is not always a sign of cursing.  For additional study, consider Calvin’s commentary on Leviticus 26:3-4

God for the most part shewed forth by external proofs that He was favorably disposed to His people or offended with them. Because now-a-days God does not openly take vengeance on sins as of old. Fanatics infer that He has almost changed His nature; nay, on this pretense, the Manicheans imagined that the God of Israel was different from ours. But this error springs from gross and disgraceful ignorance; for, by not distinguishing His different modes of dealing, they do not hesitate impiously to cut God Himself in two. 

The earth does not now cleave asunder to swallow up the rebellious: God does not now thunder from heaven as against Sodom: He does not now send fire upon wicked cities as He did in the Israelitish camp: fiery serpents are not sent forth to inflict deadly bites: in a word, such manifest instances of punishment are not daily presented before our eyes to make God terrible to us; and for this reason, because the voice of the Gospel sounds much more clearly in our ears, like the sound of a trumpet, whereby we are summoned to the heavenly tribunal of Christ.  

Let us then learn to tremble at that sentence, which banishes all the wicked from the kingdom of God. So, on the other hand, God does not appear, as of old, as the rewarder of His people by earthly blessings; and this because we “are dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God;” because it becomes us to be conformed to our Head, and through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of heaven. Thus, the greater are the adversities that oppress us, the more cheerfully it behooves us to lift up our heads, until Christ shall gather us into the fellowship of His glory, and to pursue the course of our calling for the hope which is set before us in heaven; in a word,

I admit, indeed, the truth of what Paul teaches, that “godliness” even now has “the promise of the life that now is, as well as of that which is to come,” (1 Timothy 4:8;) and assuredly believers already taste on earth of that blessedness which they shall hereafter enjoy in its fullness. God also inflicts His judgments on the ungodly in order to remind us of the last judgment; but still the distinction to which I have adverted is obvious, that since God has opened to us the heavenly life in the Gospel, He now calls us directly to it, whereas He led the Fathers to it as it were by steps. For this reason Paul elsewhere teaches, that believers are afflicted in this world as

“a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that they may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for which they also suffer, seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense,” etc. (2 Thessalonians 1:5.)

In short, let us no more wonder that the Israelites were only attracted and alarmed by temporal rewards and punishments, than that the land of Canaan was to them a symbol of their eternal inheritance, in which, nevertheless, they confessed themselves strangers and pilgrims; from whence the Apostle correctly concludes, that they desired a better country.

 (Calvin’s commentary on Leviticus 26:3-4) 

Discussion Questions - Session #13 – The Beast

Part 1- How this age will end  (0-10:30)
1. Why does King Nebuchadnezzar see world empires as a glorious statute of man while Daniel sees them as beasts?

2. According to the prophecy, the fourth Empire is divided into how many nations?

3. Who empowers the anti-Christ and his globalist empire?

4. Why does Satan work to take control of human government?

5. How are Christians to respond to the anti-Christ government?  (Revelation 14:9-10)

6. What timeless applications can be drawn from the prophetic warnings concerning the future anti-Christ government?

7. How will the current age end?   Do all theologians agree?

8. What was Jonathan Edward eschatology concerning the future of America?

Part 2 – Exposition of 2 Thessalonians 2 (10:30-24:25)

9. What was the eschatological mistake within the church of Thessalonica?

10. Which two signs precede and foreshadow the coming Day of the Lord? 

11. Why must the apostasy come before the Man of Lawlessness arrives?

12. What is the meaning of the word “apostasy”?  Is it a reference solely to the church?

13. Is the Man of Lawlessness, Satan?

14. The rise of the anti-Christ is attributed to who or what?   What does this say about the human condition?

15. Who is the restrainer mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7?

16. Why was the early church so successful in Christianizing the known world?

17. If God wants all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), why does He allow the Antichrist to deceive unbelievers? 

18. How should the church respond to the prophesied outbreak of evil?

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #13 – The Beast

(1) It is fascinating to read Jonathan Edwards’ Post-millennial views in his piece, A History of the Work of Redemption, Period III, Part VIII.  After speaking about the glories of the earthly millennial, Edward writes, “I now come to speak of the great apostasy there will be toward the close of this period . . .”  Reading and discussing this piece from Edwards is helpful.  

Another piece would be Jonathan Edwards’ Thoughts on Revival of Religion in New England, Part II, Section I, part 2 – The probability that the latter-day glory will begin in America.  Edwards writes, “The beginning of this great work of God must be near. And there are many things that make it probable that this work will begin in America.”  Edward’s conclusions are a reminder that our interpretation of prophecy is often influenced by the times in which we live.  Both articles from Edwards can easily be found online. 

(2) Consider the writings of Irenaeus, an early church father (c. AD 130). In his work Against Heresies, he believed the church will be put to flight by the future Kingdom of the Beast 
In a still clearer light has John, in the Apocalypse, indicated to the Lord’s disciples what shall happen in the last times, and concerning the ten kings who shall then arise, among whom the empire which now rules [the earth] shall be partitioned. He teaches us what the ten horns shall be which were seen by Daniel, telling us that thus it had been said to him: “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, who have received no kingdom as yet, but shall receive power as if kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and give their strength and power to the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them, because He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings.” It is manifest, therefore, that of these [potentates], he who is to come shall slay three, and subject the remainder to his power, and that he shall be himself the eighth among them. And they shall lay Babylon waste, and burn her with fire, and shall give their kingdom to the beast, and put the Church to flight. After that they shall be destroyed by the coming of our Lord.

Irenaeus of Lyons. (1885). Irenæus against Heresies. In A. Roberts, J. Donaldson, & A. C. Coxe (Eds.), The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus (Vol. 1, pp. 554–555). Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company.

(3) The social elites of our day believe the problems of the world can be solved by globalism.  Without God, they see no other solution but the combined power of man.   Their love for globalism also stems from a disbelief in human corruption.  Not believing that “power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely” (Lord Acton), they reject the Tower of Babel mandate for a separation of powers among the nations.  Discuss how this political, theological, and moral ignorance will usher in the anti-Christ.

(4) The Gnosticism attacking the early church came in various forms, but the basic premise reflected Satan’s original cosmology and arguments against God.  A short presentation on Gnostic beliefs would help Christians refute modern, end-of-days ideology.
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